
GENERAL COMMENTS – Commissioner’s Meeting – August 18, 2015 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:35 p.m. in Room 102 of the Borough Hall.  The 

announcement of Public Meetings was read by Mayor Kasko.  After the Pledge of 

Allegiance and a moment of silence, roll call was taken.  Mayor Kasko, Commissioner 

Moscatelli and Commissioner Rochford were present along with the Borough 

Administrator, the Borough Solicitor, and the Borough Clerk. 

 

Commissioner Rochford made a motion to waive the reading of the minutes and 

approve them as posted for the Commissioner Meeting of August 18, 2015.  

Commissioner Moscatelli seconded the motion, which was then approved unanimously 

by the Commissioners. 

 

Once Ordinance 2015-08 was introduced for second reading, which removes a 

property from the Historic District, Mayor Kasko explained why the property was being 

removed.  As no questions were asked Mayor Kasko made a motion to close the public 

hearing and adopt the ordinance on second reading.  Commissioner Moscatelli 

seconded the motion, which was then approved unanimously. 

 

Ordinance 2015-09 was then introduced for first reading, which repeals Code Chapter 

98 entitled Driveways in its entirety.  Mayor Kasko explained that this ordinance conflicts 

with the current Land Development chapter.  He also stated that the Public Hearing on 

this ordinance would be held at the September 9, 2015 regularly scheduled 

Commissioner Meeting.  As there were no questions asked the Commissioners voted 

unanimously to approve the ordinance on first reading. 

 

The last ordinance to be introduced was Ordinance 2015-10, which made various 

changes to the parking portion of Chapter 232 entitled Vehicles and Traffic.  

Commissioner Rochford reviewed the various changes being made.  Mayor Kasko 

announced that in Section I, Item #2 the listing for East Park Avenue would have to be 

corrected to include “Monday to Friday”.  He also noted that the Public Hearing would 

be held at the September 8, 2015 Commissioner Meeting. 

 

Jane Bloom, Chestnut Street, addressed the Commissioners and explained that she was 

the spokesperson for those homes on East Park Avenue between Chestnut Street and S. 

Atlantic Avenue.  After a review of the ordinance showing that the parking restrictions 

would be applied to East Park Avenue between S. Atlantic Avenue and Centre Street, 

she stated that the residents between S. Atlantic Avenue and Chestnut Street would 

prefer to not have the restrictions applied to their portion of the street; that they were 

okay with the current parking situation.  These residents feel that these restrictions place 

an undue hardship on them.  The parking problems do not warrant such restrictions, 

which would also make it difficult to have visitors.  She further noted that there has 

never been an accident in this area.  Mayor Kasko pointed out that the Borough has 

received a petition signed by everyone on these two blocks with regards to the parking 

problems. 

 

David Appleby, East Park Avenue, stated that there were 19 signatures on the petition 

that we actually went around twice and had two petitions signed and now these five 

signers don’t have an issue, although the rest of the signers want to continue with the 

amending ordinance as it is written.  He suggested that the Commissioners change the 

location to be between Centre and Chestnut Streets, although the Police Department 

has seen these same issues on the S. Atlantic Avenue to Chestnut Street block also.  Mr. 

Appleby noted that it will now be easier for trash, leaf and snow pickup/removal.  

Mayor Kasko stated that the Commissioners can certainly wait to discuss this change 

more, but he noted that it will push back the adoption by another two weeks.   

 

Commissioner Rochford indicated that the Commissioners would need to hear from all 

the residents who want to remove their block.  Mr. Rob Zwengler, East Park Avenue, 

replied that all five (5) residents from that block are in attendance at this meeting and 

we are fine with leaving things the way they are now without the restrictions. 

 

Commissioner Moscatelli made a motion to remove the S. Atlantic Avenue to Chestnut 

Street block from Section I, Item #2 of the ordinance, as well as include the Monday to 



Friday notation, and to approve the amended ordinance on first reading.  The motion 

was seconded by Mayor Kasko.  The Commissioners voted unanimously on the motion. 

 

Mr. Appleby asked why the north side of East Park Avenue was selected for no parking.  

The Police Chief replied that it had to do with the traffic flow on that street. 

 

Mayor Kasko, Commissioner Moscatelli and Commissioner Rochford voted unanimously 

to pass the following resolutions with no questions asked: 

 

2015-08-18-135 Authorization to Pay Vouchers 

2015-08-18-136 Authorization Cancel Water and Sewer Charges 

2015-08-18-137 Authorization to Issue Check – Overpayment of Taxes 

2015-08-18-138 Authorization to Hold Fall Festival 

2015-08-18-139 Authorization to Hold December Fireworks Display 

2015-08-18-140 Authorization For Ankokas Antique Car Club to Hold Antique Car 

Show 

2015-08-18-141 Authorization to Adopt and Sign CDBG Agreement – Year 37 

 

Mayor Kasko opened the public comment portion of the meeting.   

 

Commissioner Rochford announced that in relation to the Bancroft property the 

Borough has received the following documents from Recovery Centers of America 

(RCA):  1) on August 3rd a zoning permit was received and denied; and 2) on August 

17th they submitted an appeal for that denial.  This is now being reviewed by the Zoning 

Board Attorney. 

 

Chris Maynes, Roberts Avenue, asked if the negotiations between the Borough and 

RCA were now dead.  Mayor Kasko replied that the negotiations are still ongoing, but 

they are just following a procedure.  Commissioners Moscatelli stated that he was 

surprised they had not started submitted this paperwork earlier to stir the residents up 

and get them demanding that something happen.  This is not unexpected.  He 

cautioned everyone to don’t read too much into these submissions. 

 

Chris Simonson, Greenmount Avenue, addressed the Borough Solicitor and asked if he 

had received an email from him regarding clarification on an ordinance.  The Solicitor 

replied that he would have to take a look in his files.  Mr. Simonson then addressed 

Commissioner Rochford and asked if the Transportation and Public Safety (TAPS) 

program has been suspended.  If so, why and where does that suspension stand? 

Commissioner Rochford replied that the program was suspended roughly 1-1/2 years 

ago.  It has proven to be more feasible to expedite these issues if the problem is 

brought to either he or the police department directly.  Additionally, the meetings were 

getting bogged down with extraneous issues.  The Commissioner then commented that 

a new Safe Routes to School (SRTS) committee is about to be started up and asked Mr. 

Simonson to reach out to him if he was interested in being a member of this group.  Mr. 

Simonson expressed his interest in the SRTS Committee and also stated that he did not 

want to bog down the Police Department with his inquiries regarding safety issues 

throughout town.  Commissioner Rochford asked Mr. Simonson to send his emails to him. 

 

Mayor Kasko stated that the Board of Commissioners will be going back to their regular 

schedule starting in September with the Commissioner Meeting to be held on Tuesday, 

September 8, 2015 at 7:30 p.m. here in Borough Hall. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:57 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Deanna Bennett 

Borough Clerk 

 


